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Introductions

• Fonda Harrison, Associate Superintendent 
for Teaching & Learning

• Todd Smith, Principal Brandywine ES
• Michaela Claus-Nix, World Language 

Content Specialist



 DLI Teachers



Agenda

• What is DLI?
• Goals and benefits of DLI
• What does DLI look like in the classroom?
• How parents can help at home
• Parent understandings
• Lottery
• Contact information



What is DLI?

A form of education where students are 
taught content and literacy in two 
languages.

One-Way Immersion Two-Way Immersion
One language group being 
schooled through two languages.

Two language groups being 
schooled through their two 
languages.



DLI Program Goals

• Proficiency in English
• Proficiency in a new

language
• Academic achievement
• Intercultural competence



The 50/50 Model

• Team of two teachers (Kindergarten) with approximately 50 
students per school in two separate classrooms
– One native English speaker (ECE/ESOL endorsed)
– One native/heritage/near-native  speaker (ECE/highly 

proficient in target language)
– Target language proficient paraprofessional in 

Kindergarten
• Students are ½ English speakers, ½ heritage speakers – if 

possible
• Spend approximately ½ the day in English and ½ the day in 

target language
• Strict separation of languages



Open Doors to Success
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How Parents Can Help at 
Home

• You can help at home by:
– singing the songs together, to a pet, to a stuffed animal, a 

younger sibling, a grandparent
– reminding him/her to look at the teacher’s face and hands 

to understand directions
– reminding him/her to stay focused for the whole lesson
– reminding him/her that it’s OK to ask a friend for help or the 

teacher
– reminding them to use the visuals and posters in the 

classroom to help them remember key phrases and 
sentences

– listening to him/her read out loud, and noticing when the 
flow of language seems to be not fluent



A Parent Perspective

As my husband and I considered the possibility of our son participating in the DLI program, we had a lot of 
thoughts and concerns.  We were, of course, interested in him learning a second language.  We did, however, 
have concerns about whether or not the focus on language acquisition would impede the pace of his content 
knowledge.  We also were worried about how he would handle the frustration of a classroom with Spanish 
instruction.  Lastly, we were worried about whether or not it was the right choice for our son’s education.
 As we are finishing up the first half of the year, we could not be happier with our decision to participate in this 
program.  our son has never once expressed frustration or angst.  He LOVES the Spanish language and both of 
his teachers.  He freely speaks Spanish in random moments with us and often tries to teach us new words.  His 
reading (in English), writing, and number sense have all improved noticeably.  We have no concerns that he has 
fallen behind in curriculum for the sake of learning Spanish.
 I would also like to mention that there are two aspects of this experience that have been huge, unforeseen 
benefits.  The first aspect, which we were not expecting, is how well he has learned to understand Spanish.  At 
first, we would ask him, “how do you say…” and he would just look at us like we were crazy.  But when we have 
observed him being asked questions in Spanish, he responds correctly in Spanish.  We were dumbfounded.  The 
second unexpected benefit is the impressive quality of the teacher instruction.  The classroom structure, 
management, lessons, communication, and support which Ms. Smith and Ms. Rossi have created has been 
unbelievable.  Both teachers work tirelessly to provide high level instruction for these students.  Any student 
would benefit from this type of learning environment and we are so appreciative of these teacher’s skill and 
dedication. 



Student Video

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1vaWlCSnmX1OZi18x_13OUHSZM28tNoNw/preview


Parent Understandings
• _____ 1. I understand that these DLI Parent Understandings do not register 

my student for kindergarten. Kindergarten registration is a separate process. 
All students must be registered at the Almond C. Hill Educational Center 
located at 136 Almon C. Hill Dr (formerly named Elm Street), Cumming, GA 
30040. The Registration Center is located around the back of the building.

• _____ 2. It is possible that every student registering for this program will not 
be accepted due to limited space. If more requests are received than space is 
available, a lottery will be held of all students whose requests forms were 
received by the registration deadline.

• _____ 3. A waiting list will be maintained. Waiting lists expire at the end of the 
kindergarten year.

• _____ 4. Schools reserve the option of cancelling the DLI program if there are 
insufficient numbers of applicants.



Parent Understandings

• _____ 5. I understand that my child will participate in DLI 
classes during their K-5 elementary experience in their 
current school. I commit that my child will attend the DLI 
program throughout grades K-5.

• _____ 6. The program is completely voluntary. DLI is only 
one of many quality educational opportunities available to 
your student in FCS.

• _____ 7. There is no additional cost to parents for this 
program.

• _____ 8. I understand that attendance and punctuality are of 
key importance when learning a second language. I commit 
to having my child attend school regularly and on time.



Parent Understandings
• _____ 9. I will give positive reinforcement, encouragement, and support to my child and 

DLI teachers. I understand it is not unusual for children to experience fatigue, tears, and / 
or frustrations while learning an additional language. Knowing this, I will not request 
removal from the program for these reasons. I will encourage my child to persevere while 
learning a new language.

• _____ 10. I understand that my child’s classroom includes students of all academic levels 
and/or language proficiency levels. If my child is not achieving at either expected level, I 
will work with teachers and administrators to address concerns. However, a request to 
enter the formal process for withdrawal from the DLI program will be addressed only after 
the student has received support and help that would be offered any child experiencing 
difficulties. The formal process for withdrawal from the DLI program for enrolled students 
is handled on an individual, case-by-case basis.

• _____ 11. I understand that the core instruction in math and science is provided in 
Spanish. I understand that my child will also be taught Spanish literacy skills (i.e. reading 
and writing).

• _____ 12. I understand that my child will receive daily reading, writing, and social studies 
instruction in English. Additionally, my child will receive content area support in English in 
math and science. 



Parent Understandings
• _____ 13. I will reinforce the language learning process at home by reading with my child 

for a minimum of 20 minutes daily in my native language and providing opportunities to 
reinforce the English and Spanish language goals of the program.

• _____ 14. I will attend scheduled school activities and meetings such as parent-teacher 
conferences, parent workshops, Open House, and related events during the school year 
in order to learn more about the DLI program and support my child’s success.

• _____ 15. Due to the uniqueness of this program, the media or visiting professionals may 
request photos or videos of the teachers and students in the classroom setting. For that 
reason, I grant permission for my child to be photographed, interviewed, and / or 
videotaped for the purpose of enhancing the DLI program.

• _____ 16. DLI is a very challenging program. A child who has good listening and 
comprehension skills, is flexible and able to handle transitions is a good candidate for the 
DLI program. A child who is easily frustrated or has a hard time staying focused may have 
difficulty with the demands of DLI.



Parent Understandings

• _____ 17. The rate at which students acquire and use a new 
language may vary.  It may take many months (and, in some cases, 
years) before a student will feel comfortable speaking his or her new 
language freely. Your student’s teacher will be able to provide you 
with updates on your student’s progress as well as guiding 
questions to help your child use the new language at home.

• _____ 18. If parents decide not to participate in the DLI program 
after enrolling, but before the start of the school year, it is their 
responsibility to contact the school as soon as possible so that other 
students on the waiting list may be notified.

• _____ 19. Schools reserve the right to withdraw a student from the 
DLI program.



Lottery
• FCS must receive DLI program commitment forms by May 15. If applications 

exceed total available slots, FCS is required to conduct a lottery process. The 
FCS DLI program has a priority admission process. Listed below are student 
groups in the order of priority:

• Lottery 1 (Spanish dominant & Spanish-speaking students):
– Students who have a home language of Spanish and are identified for ESOL.
– Students who have a home language of Spanish and are not identified for ESOL.
– Students who are from a Spanish immersion or dual language immersion program 

from the prior school year. This includes those who transfer from other DLI program 
schools. Kindergarten applicants who attended a Spanish immersion or dual 
language immersion pre-k program in the prior year are in this category.

• Lottery 2 (English dominant students):
– Students with English only or English and a language other than Spanish AND no 

prior year of immersion or DLI program participation. (These students may only be 
added to the DLI programs for grades K and 1st).



Questions



Contact Information

Michaela Claus-Nix
Dual Language Immersion
Mclaus-nix@forsyth.k12.ga.us

Forsyth Board of Education
1120 Dahlonega Highway
Cumming, GA 30040

mailto:Mclaus-nix@forsyth.k12.ga.us

